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Connections Publication Guidelines  
 

Audience 
Connections a quarterly publication that is distributed to all members of the Association of Fraternal Leadership & Values as well 
as subscription holders. AFLV Members include collegiate fraternity and sorority governing councils and their professional campus 
advisors at both public and private higher education institutions. The main goal of Connections is to provide members with 
regular opportunities for development, a connection to the Association and their peer members, and to provoke thought within 
members’ communities that will enhance their fraternal experience and their leadership roles.  
 

Submission Guidelines  
The Association of Fraternal Leadership and Values welcomes articles that complement its Mission and Purpose. Several types of 
articles are welcomed for publication in Connections: featured articles, short cuts, event reviews, and opinion pieces. All types 
serve as catalysts for further exploration and discussion on topics that are relevant to the fraternal movement.  
 
Featured Articles  

Connections publishes two to four featured articles per issue. Articles are meant to provide readers with tangible content and 
themes that they can easily and directly apply to their leadership and development. These articles present a topic, provide 
background, and most importantly, offer resolution and/or recommendations. Although strong submissions provoke 
discussion, they are not published for that goal only. Articles considered for publication have approximately 1500-3000 
words. Authors of featured articles appear must submit a high-resolution photo headshot and short bio which appear on the 
Contributors page of Connections with their contact information (email address and, if applicable, Twitter handle) 

 
Short Cuts 

Short Cuts are snippets, lists, and similar snapshots of information that are brief, catchy that can be quickly applied to 
leadership. Short Cuts include, but are not limited to, ‘Top Ten’ lists, checklists, and other thematic informational snapshots.    

 
Event Reviews 

Ranging from one paragraph to one page, event reviews are an overview of a successful and innovative event or program 
that a council or chapter has planned. Event Reviews should provide enough logistical information for a reader to duplicate 
the event in their own community. Event Reviews will feature the name and contact information of the contributing council, 
chapter or leader and may include photos, if provided. 

 
Opinion Pieces 

Rants, raves, cheers, and jeers. Opinion pieces are most often in the form of Letters to the Editor. The most publishable 
pieces are thought provoking and reference a past published article or piece. 

 
Each issue of Connections has a topical theme which is decided upon by the Connections Editorial Board; suggestions for themes 
are welcomed. Not every submission has to relate to the issue theme, however. Editorial Board members edit submissions. 
Unsolicited article submissions are always welcome and will be considered for future publications. It is the intent of Connections 
to be innovative in the content it offers and to reflect the voices of AFLV’s membership. AFLV members can share ideas for article 
topics or monthly themes and can submit a book review or article by contacting the Connections Editor.  
 

Language and Style  
Authors are to follow the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) for all in-text citations and 
reference lists. When appropriate, articles may be written in the first person; however, third person is preferred. Also, please note 
that all articles must have the title and author(s) name(s) written clearly at the top of the article whereas reference information 
should be listed at the end of the article. Although style formatting will take place before publication, authors should consider 
submitting work in Times New Roman 12-point font for reviewing purposes.  
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Review Process  
Once an article has been received, the Connections Editorial Board will review for content relevancy, clarity of presentation, style 
of writing, usefulness to readers, and value to the AFLV membership. All notification of acceptance or rejection of articles and/or 
book reviews will be made by the Connections Editor. The Editorial Board may choose to include or not include photos, graphs, 
tables, diagrams, etc. submitted with an article. 
 

Submission  
Submit articles electronically to the Connections Editor. Please attach the article or manuscript as a Microsoft Word document. 
The document should also be double-spaced and all diagrams or graphic figures should be included in the document text. 
Photos should be submitted as a jpeg file. Contributors shall provide their name, title, institution/organization, and email address 
in the body of the email. It is the author’s responsibility to keep the Editor informed of any changes in contact information after the 
article is submitted for review. Articles can be submitted at any time, however if an author would prefer consideration for a 
specific issue, an article would need to be submitted ten weeks in advance of that specific issue. All submitted articles will be 
edited for grammar and style. If substantial revision to the content is necessary, the author(s) will be contacted for approval. 
However, it should be noted that changes may be made without the author(s) knowledge prior to an article’s publication.  
 

Policy on Copyright and Plagiarism  
By submitting an article for review, you are responsible for ensuring the following: 

 The article has not been and is not being registered for copyright or published elsewhere.  
 The article is original work and does not infringe any copyright or violate any property rights. Plagiarism of any kind will 

not be permitted.  

 You grant the Editorial Board the right to make changes in the article for clarity, brevity, and conformity to style. Authors 
will be contacted when substantive changes are made. No proofs will be sent to the author for review. 

 Upon submission, AFLV owns copyright to the work. Work can be only be reprinted with the Association’s permission.  
 

Submission Deadlines  
Article submissions are due to the Connections Editorial Board approximately ten weeks before publication. Connections is 

published in January, April, September and November. 


